
Quarterly Update 
 
Dear Members of the SHS Community: 
 
I am pleased to present the second quarterly report of the 2015-16 school year.  This week, Scars-
dale is hosting ten teachers from Hiroshima, Japan.  In preparation for designing a new globally 
focused school and curriculum for middle and high school years, the Hiroshima educators are here 
to witness and learn best practices in American teaching.  Our guests have homestays with mem-
bers of the high school faculty and will be interacting with high-school, middle-school, and 
elementary-school teachers and administrators.   
 
This visit prompted me to think of the many opportunities our students have to make global con-
nections in and out of the classroom.  The list of exchange and research programs, intercultural 
visits, and service-learning programs is impressive, and we are working to maintain and add to 
these offerings.  For your pleasure: 
 

• On February 6, twenty Scarsdale students will fly to Madrid, Spain, to begin a two -week 
language and cultural exchange with their counterparts at Colegio Ramon y Cajal.  They will 
have home stays and attend classes with the students whom they hosted in the fall.  In ad-
dition to exploring Madrid, students will also visit Toledo and Seville.   

• Six Scarsdale students will participate in a pilot exchange program with the Elisabeth-von-
Thadden Schule in Heidelberg, Germany.  Our students and their German counterparts will 
be investigating the issues surrounding immigrants and refugees and working together to 
design a positive outcome, perhaps designing a sculpture to help motivate people to act.  
They will be visiting a labor camp, exploring Jewish life in Heidelberg, and the role Heidel-
berg rescuers (including the founder of the school) played in assisting refuges from Nazism.  
They will be learning about German culture including language, family life (through 
homestays), historic architecture, and contemporary innovation. 

• This February, members of the SHS chamber ensemble, under the direction of Amédée Wil-
liams, will be touring Cuba. They will be giving 5 concerts, including performances at the 
Amadeo Roldan Conservatory in Havana as well as the Benny More School of Music in  Cien-
fuegos. They will be attending rehearsals and music classes at the conservatories, and also a 
rehearsal at the national school of ballet. 

• Several Scarsdale students will be attending the Summit Leadership Conference in Reykja-
vik, Iceland, to hear from world-renowned speakers on business and energy, attend expert-
led workshops and gain valuable insights into the future of energy.  They will also learn how 
Iceland’s rich natural wonders help drive the region’s push for renewable energy and sus-
tainability.  They will explore sites including the iconic Blue Lagoon and the Langjökull Cave’s 
ice sculptures. 

• For the second year, Scarsdale students will travel to the Dominican Republic to take part in 
a service-learning project in the central highlands.  They will explore the area’s rich biodi-
versity while learning how reforestation and ecotourism efforts have significantly helped 
replenish the land.  They will work together with non-profits and community members in a 
local village and also learn about the local culture. 



• Two of Scarsdale’s Science Research students recently returned from the Science Youth Fo-
rum held at the Hwa Chong School in Singapore.  This program aims to create a high-profile 
platform for budding science talents to network with one another and to interact with emi-
nent scientists.  The theme of this year’s Forum was “Communicating Science.”  Nobel 
Laureates Professor David Gross (physics) Professor Arieh Warshel (chemistry) and Profes-
sor Claude Cohen-Tannoudji (physics) shared their knowledge and experiences with the 
participants.  

• For the second time, Scarsdale hosted the boys’ basketball team from St. Edmunds in Mel-
bourne, Australia.  Our guests enjoyed homestays, attended athletic events, scrimmaged 
with our basketball teams and toured New York City.  They graciously extended an invitation 
for our basketball teams to visit Australia. 

• Our students at the high school have also been active organizing activities.  The members of 
the US-Africa Children’s Fellowship Club along with the Interdependence Committee have 
begun a district-wide project filling a shipping container with books, school supplies and ath-
letic equipment for schools in South Africa and Zimbabwe.  Our Mandarin students will be 
hosting a Chinese New Year celebration for the student body featuring traditional food, 
games and cultural activities.  The French Club is busy planning their annual Mardi Gras cel-
ebration.  And the International Club will host the annual International Day luncheon for the 
school. 

• Looking ahead to the summer, Scarsdale will again participate in an exchange program with 
St. Mary’s Anglican School in Perth, Australia.  Three rising sophomore girls will spend six 
weeks in Perth living with St. Mary’s families, attending classes with their host students and 
immersing themselves in the culture of western Australia.  They will then host their Austral-
ian counterparts here in Scarsdale for six weeks in the fall. 

• In July three rising juniors will participate in the Asia-Pacific Young Leaders Summit hosted 
by the Hwa Chong School in Singapore.  This program brings together international student 
leaders who will discuss global issues and forge ties with their fellow students from around 
the world. 

• Scarsdale students will also once again participate in the Partnership for Youth program 
sponsored by the East-West Center.  These students will travel to Cambodia to engage in a 
service-learning project with a local Cambodian village while also learning about the history 
and culture of the country. 

 
Our students and teachers engaged in these activities help us realize the vision of making contribu-
tions to the world and infusing global competencies and experiences in the education we provide.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Kenneth Bonamo 
Principal  



Art Department 
 

The Positive Space Gallery continues to exhibit 
our talented student artists in rotating shows. 
The gallery is open during school hours, and we 
encourage parents and the community to come 
and enjoy the variety of art work created by our 
students. 
 
Architecture I students are working with the 
Scarsdale Public Library to design the new 
Young Adult and Children's Room interiors. Us-
ing Design Thinking, they interviewed librarians, 
peers and parents, created a problem state-
ment and brainstormed solutions. They will be 
pitching their final proposals to the library staff, 
Board of Trustees, and architects. 
 
The ninth graders completed a poster project 
that is tied to their visit to the Cooper Hewitt 
Museum. Students designed gizmos (taking ex-
isting objects and inventing new ones, e.g. the 
spork) and then created posters to promote the 
objects.  The criteria for this project came from 
the poster exhibit the classes viewed and wrote 
about at the Cooper Hewitt. Their objects and 
designs are extremely inventive, and we intend 
to exhibit many of them during February in the 
gallery. 
 

 
 
The department will be offering a new elective 
course next year, Jewelry and Glass 1, continu-
ing our efforts to expand creative experiences 
for our students.   

 

 
 
 

Counseling Department 
 

The second quarter always proves to be a busy 
one for the Counseling Department.  For sen-
iors, the focus was on processing college 
applications (over 4,000 at last count) and on 
the wave of decisions that came in throughout 
the month of December.  For juniors, the post-
graduation planning has just begun.  Deans met 
with juniors in a six-week seminar focused on 
the college search and application process.  For 
parents of juniors, we offered our evening pro-
gram as a primer on college admissions.  Our 
Conversations with the Deans program brought 
over 100 junior parents to three sessions of 
Q&A and information exchanges.   
 
For our international families, we offered an 
additional program that focused on the college 
search and admission process in the United 
States, while our parents of students with spe-
cial needs and learning differences benefited 
from an evening program that highlighted the 
college search and application process that is 
particular to these students.  Sophomore par-
ents joined us in January for a three-week 
session of Conversations with the Deans, and 
we look forward to reconnecting with our 
tenth-graders during Sophomore Seminar.  We 



are piloting a refocus of our Sophomore Semi-
nar curriculum with topics that include strength 
exploration and self-discovery.  Our freshmen 
continue to benefit from team activities, and in 
the coming months we will focus on topics from 
bullying to healthy relationships to academic 
planning. 

 
 

English Department  
 

The English Department continues to explore 
ways to incorporate digital literacy and argu-
mentation into the curriculum.  To that end, 
students in Kathleen McGreal and Natalie 
Farina's English 11 classes worked on visual es-
says.  Students in Ms. McGreal's class 
completed video essays as part of their unit on 
transcendentalism.  Jodi Giroux, computer 
teacher, prepared a lesson that introduced stu-
dents to different platforms that they could use 
to complete their visual essays.   Ms. Farina's 
students examined the themes of guilt and 
shame in The Scarlet Letter and considered how 
these ideas fit into modern sensibilities. Using a 
visual essay format, students studied how to 
use visual elements in conjunction with written 
text to define, organize, and develop their ar-
guments. Mr. Olivier’s 10th-grade class worked 
on visual essays focusing on ideas about para-
doxes using VoiceThread, Prezi, or 
Glogster.    The project was supported by Beth 
Colleary, an art teacher who worked with the 
class to help students unravel the paradoxes in 
certain famous paintings.  Students then ap-
plied that knowledge to creating their own 
digital paradoxes.   
 
In other news, Mr. Phillipson’s has taken ad-
vantage of a number of outside speakers for his 
12th-grade Words and Images class.  SHS alum-
nus Jeremy Bronson, producer and writer of 
The Mindy Project and Grandfathered, came to 
speak to students about comedy writing, pro-
duction and TV show development.  In addition, 
the class had the opportunity to skype with  
director Andrew Jarecki (of Catfish and Captur-
ing the Friedmans fame)  to discuss how he 

constructs a compelling documentary and what 
non-fiction subjects compel him to make films.  
 
 

Library 
 

It seems our efforts to promote wellness by 
creating a Create/Play/Relax space have already 
expanded beyond those borders.  We now have 
students playing chess on one of our four 
boards almost every period daily.  Our one 
couch is at maximum capacity all day, validating 
our request for additional comfy seating.  We 
should have two new sofas very soon. 
 
It’s not all relaxation and play, however.  Our 
two quiet rooms and two classroom/lab spaces 
are booked around the clock as well.  As a re-
sult, we have carved out another instructional 
space and quiet area on our mezzanine lev-
el.  The instructional area includes a new TV 
display monitor for instruction.  The additional 
quiet room was formerly used for teacher 
meetings and testing only.  
 

 
 
Students have been intently working on re-
search assignments ranging from creating 
Progressive Era journals to producing digital 
argumentation on Transcendentalism using 
PowerPoint and Google Slides. The Progressive 
Era project made use of our Ancestry.com data-
base while the transcendentalism project 
prompted us to purchase ProQuest’s Philosophy 
Database.  We continue to add to our print and 
online collections to support student work. 

 
 



Mathematics Department 
 

The Math Team hosted students from Edge-
mont, Rye, White Plains, and Woodlands High 
School for a county meet in the high school caf-
eteria. Students first enjoyed ice cream, 
followed by completing and discussing challeng-
ing math problems. 
 

 
 
AT Statistics students learned the Central Limit 
Theorem and its relation to polling by creating 
post-it histograms. Students calculated propor-
tions from samples they collected and saw the 
pattern these proportions create. 
 

 
 
Mr. Azor has been incorporating Ted Talk Tues-
days into his math courses. The purpose of 
these Ted Talks is to inspire, motivate, and de-
velop a mindset of dealing with adversity in a 
positive manner. There are thousands of Ted 
Talks that promote innovative thinking across 
the disciplines. https://www.ted.com/talks 

Fibonacci, also known as Leonardo de Pisa, an 
Italian mathematician, introduced the sequence 
of numbers 1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8… and was considered 
to be the most talented mathematician of the 
Middle Ages. Students in the honors Math Ap-
plications course (Math 454i) are studying the 
sequence and its many patterns which are the 
subject of numerous books and college courses. 
Fibonacci introduced the ideas to Europe with a 
problem involving rabbits that showed that di-
viding any term in the sequence by its 
immediate predecessor produces a number 
called "phi," which is often referred to as the 
golden ratio. This ratio appears in the human 
body’s physical proportions, in art and architec-
ture, and in nature. Students have completed a 
project on Fibonacci and will be presenting their 
findings to the juniors in Math 431. The presen-
tations selected are: Golden Ratio and 
Marketing; Fibonacci and the Stock Market; 
Seurat, the French Impressionist Artist; and The 
Great Pyramid of Gizeh. In addition, given the 
interdisciplinary connection, students attended 
a lecture given by art teacher Beth Colleary re-
garding how the golden ratio impacts the work 
of artists. She provided a historical perspective 
for the students through an Art History lens and 
helped students see the relevance of our work 
in math.   

 
Performing Arts Department 

 
The High School Performing Arts department 
remains busy. Since the first quarter, every 
band, orchestra, and chorus has performed its 
winter concert.  All were successful and re-
ceived well by large audiences.  
 
The student-directed play was presented on 
January 29 and 30. Things My Mother Taught 
Me represented a superb exemplar of leader-
ship opportunities available to students.  This 
performance embodied a hallmark of the high 
school’s educational model of collaboration be-
tween student and teacher.  This mentoring 
experience afforded all involved the opportuni-
ty to gain a different perspective on the creative 
process.  

https://www.ted.com/talks


 Vocal students are currently performing an ex-
citing unit whereby by they assemble a small 
group, select a piece, practice, and conclude by 
singing for each other.  Students enjoy the 
group challenge of making musical decisions, 
and navigating the entirety of the process.  Ac-
companied by the director only if requested, 
these chamber ensembles become one of the 
highlights of the curriculum. Everyone is often 
surprised by the result when students work 
through these challenges and hurdles with their 
peers. 
 
Lastly, we wish the orchestra our best when 
they embark on a unique performance tour dur-
ing February break—in Cuba.  This was 
attempted a few years ago when Havana was 
still “closed,” but the final details could not be 
arranged. Given the novelty of this musical ex-
change, a small group of orchestra students will 
forge a new relationship with that Music Con-
servatory.  
 
 

Physical Education Department 
 

The Physical Education department had quite 
an exciting second quarter!  The ninth- and 
tenth-grade classes took part in a group fitness 
unit, which provided an opportunity for stu-
dents to learn about various types of group 
fitness classes including step aerobics, kickbox-
ing, Zumba-style aerobic dance, and yoga.   
Classes delved into the health benefits of each 
activity in terms of students’ personal aerobic 
fitness, muscular fitness, and flexibility.  Daily 
recording of heart rates and practical applica-
tion gave students the opportunity to observe 
the effects that each type of exercise had on 
their cardiovascular systems.   
 
The eleventh- and twelfth-grade students took 
part in one fitness-based unit, Principles of 
Modern Fitness I, and one sports-based unit, 
volleyball.  In Principles of Modern Fitness I, 
students applied the FITT principle to various 
resistance training programs.  They learned how 
to design their own training routines by select-

ing appropriate fitness goals, learning primary 
exercises for the major muscle groups, and 
choosing secondary exercises to support their 
routines.  Ultimately, each individualized pro-
gram can now be used as a resource to pursue 
personal fitness goals.   
 
In related news, the results of the 2015 
RaiderRun are in! After all of the first-quarter 
junior and senior classes took part in the second 
annual RaiderRun, the top two males and fe-
males in both the junior and senior classes 
received recognitions for their individual scores.  
In addition, one of Kevin Blake’s classes earned 
the title of “Top Performing Class” after earning 
the highest average score per student. Check 
out the picture of that class after they received 
their medals of recognition. 
 

  
 

Science Department 
 

There has been a movement in education over 
the last several years to increase opportunities 
for students to engage in pre-engineering and 
design-thinking experiences.  Our district has 
been developing a K-12 STEAM sequence.  At 
the high school, a range of courses in science 
have long included applications and real world 
problems related to engineering design.   We 
are now considering a series of electives that 



will allow students to more fully explore prac-
tices and habits of design and engineering.  A 
group of motivated seniors are currently partic-
ipating in an independent study, with the goal 
of learning basic engineering concepts and ap-
plications.  While this is a wonderful 
opportunity for them, it is also an excellent 
source of feedback for the committee of teach-
ers working to develop and organize the STEAM 
engineering initiative.  With guidance from the 
committee leaders, Jeremy Szerlip and Lisa 
Yokana, students work in groups to complete 
design challenges.  Initially they were given 
more structured tasks, such as building a bridge 
or tower.  Currently they are working on the 
creation of a flat pack chair.  Their challenge is 
to design a chair for a child 6-10 years old.  They 
are required to laser-cut the pieces and include 
directions for assembly.  The development pro-
cess includes producing a scale model of 
cardboard, delivering a pitch detailing the pro-
cess and merits of the design, and gathering 
feedback on the design from three sources. The 
participants of this study are thoroughly enjoy-
ing the experience, and appreciate that they 
have the opportunity to help shape the new 
elective sequence.  A sample of their feedback: 

- In comparison to a traditional course, 
there is time to think and then apply con-
tent. 

- This is far more practical; we can actually 
build stuff. 

- It is important to start slow; begin with in-
class projects that everyone does together. 

 
 

Social Studies Department 
 

This past month, the social studies department 
recognized the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., with several activities, including a 
design thinking activity that allowed students to 
respond to the life and legacy of Dr. King with 
student-generated words and images.   Fur-
thermore, on the Friday before the King 
holiday, posters with quotations from Dr. King 
and other civil rights leaders covered the corri-
dors of SHS to create an environment in which 
students were able to reflect on the nature of 
the civil rights movement of the 1960s as well 
as the continuing efforts to expand liberty and 
opportunity in the United States and around the 
world.  Carlos Bedoya, Fallon Plunkett, and 
Heather Waters were instrumental in preparing 
the activities for the Martin Luther King Day 
celebration. 
 

 
 
In Fallon Plunkett's AT Psychology class this past 
quarter, students worked on developing a social 
psychology study in how stereotypes influence 
students' perceptions.  Working closely with 



Assistant Principal Chris Griffin, students devel-
oped a study that met the rigorous criteria of an 
academic psychological study.  
 
The 12th-grade City 2.0 classes have continued 
to conduct in-depth field research into specific 
blocks within New York City.  This research has 
led to students not only to investigate specific 
city blocks but also to design improvements to 
certain aspects of life (as block residents see 
it) in these neighborhoods. Students will pre-
sent a portion of their work at a special 
program in the Little Theater on February 11th 
at 7:30 p.m. 
 

 
Special Education 

 
This quarter, the Special Education Department 
in conjunction with the Counseling Department 
hosted its annual College Information Night for 
Students with Learning Differences.  Our own 
professional staff and the Director of Special 
Services for St. Thomas Aquinas College spoke 
and answered questions about the skills needed 
for college readiness, the changes in disability 
law when students leave high school, and the 
types of services available in college. Having a 
parent on the panel who had already been 

through the process was reassuring to the other 
parents in attendance.  There was a wealth of 
information shared and it was a successful and 
informative night for all!  
 

 
 
In addition to daily after school help, we have 
started weekly Tuesday review sessions in both 
biology and math which have been well attend-
ed.  Regular after-school help in the LRC is 
available Tuesday through Friday.  As always, 
please encourage your child to attend.  
 
LRC teachers have continued to attend work-
shops on various topics including executive 
functioning and managing the CSE pro-
cess.   Annual review season will be underway 
shortly and these workshops help keep us up-
to-date with any new state regulations or initia-
tives.  



World Languages Department 
 
SHS Latin students traveled to Yale University on 
Saturday, November 7, to compete in the annual 
Yale Certamen Invitational. Certamen is a contest in 
which students of the Classics answer questions 
about the Latin language, literature, ancient history, 
mythology and culture. Although it was the first year 
SHS has participated in any Certamen tournament, 
the team from the Advanced Level made it to the 
semi-final round. The Latin students are already en-
thusiastically preparing for the next Certamen 
tournament at Harvard University in the spring.  

 
 
Spanish 344 students studied the topic of immigra-
tion to the U.S. as it relates to a story they read 
about a family of migrant workers from Mexi-
co.  Maria Valentin shared her expertise on 
immigration with Spanish 344 students.  She shared 
extensive research on the topic and gave an engag-
ing talk in Spanish, asked thought provoking 
questions, referred to personal experiences and cap-
tivated the students.  This was a wonderful 
interdisciplinary connection that further enriched 
students’ understanding of the topic.  
  
 
Students in Sra Cisco’s Spanish 342 classes created an annual exhibit of new inventions for 2016. They 
invented products to cure "illnesses" such as señoritis and textitis and produced infomercials to per-
suade viewers to purchase their innovative solutions. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To find out about more world languages events, follow us @SHS_WL_Dept on Twitter. 


